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From the myths of millet to the culture of
Taiwanese aboriginals

Lu, Yi-lu

Abstract

Seed-grain myths of aboriginals are mostly about millets. There are aso ora
narratives about the origins of rice, betel nut and tobacco. However, diverse and
widespread millet myths have their special position for aboriginas since they display
cultural traits of sacred millet, black rice, and good harvest rituas among aborigina
tribes.

The millet myths and rituals of aboriginals indicate the importance of millets to
their lives and revea the cultural uniqueness of aboriginals in austronesian peoples.

[ Key words])
Taiwanese aboriginals, Millet, Myth, Ritual.

" Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University.
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