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A Study of the Taiwanese-Hakkanese “Chuen-Shih” literature
- take the luan book asan example

Yang, Bao-Lian"

Abstract

Taiwanese-Hakkanese “Chuen-Shih” Literature, or Expostulatory Literature, is a
genre popular among regions in Taiwan where Hakkanese-speaking population dwell. It
prevailed in its full bloom from Japanese Colonia Period(1894-1945) to the 1970s. It
played an important and multilateral role in Hakkanese culture, widely used in lectures
delivered in religious congregations, materials taught in schools, and especially
Hakanese dramas, songs and talk shows.

The original meaning of the word “Chuen” is “encourage” (though later this word
developed another meaning of “warning”, which is now more widely used). “Shih”
basically means “the world” and ‘“the people living in it”. Hence, “Chuen-Shih”

Literature is a genre that “encourages” people to have kind deeds and “warns” them of
the bad consequences of wrong-doing, partly involving the idea of Karma.

In China, Traditional Confucianist “Chuen-Shih” Literature, of which Taiwanese-
Hakkanese “Chuen-Shih” Literature is a branch, has its origin of Xiao Jing, or Book of
Filia Piety. The number of pieces of this literary genre increased during the Qin and
Han dynasty, most of them lost in the trace of history.

Nowadays, Taiwanese-Hakkanese “Chuen-Shih” Literature comes in many forms,
including books, articles, and audio references.

Mainly about “Books of Luan,” a subdivision of Taiwanese-Hakkanese “Chuen-
Shih” Literature. This chapter not only copes with several important “Luan Tangs”,
places where books of “Luan” are stored, in Hakkanese regions in Taiwan, but aso
gives detailed explanations of sub-genres and literary structures in “Books of Luan”.
Also, this chapter includes analyses of the contribution and significance of Dien-Hua
Peng, and Fu-Lai Yang, the heads of Luan Tangs in the Opium-Prohibition Movement.

[ Key words])
Taiwanese-Hakkanese “Chuen-Shih” Literature, Books of “Luan”,Confucianism-based
religions, Hakkanese folktales.

* Lecturer, General Education Center, Tatung University.
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