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On the poetic music of new interpretation of old
songsthrough analysisof Li Lin-qiu’s songs
Chang, Yao-tzu

Abstract

The 1930s was an era in Taiwanese history in which there was rapid
development of Taiwanese-language songs. Li Lin-qiu’s Taiwanese lyrics have been
organized and there are nearly two hundred songs, which were released before and
after the war. He once commented that his works were “seventy percent vulgar, thirty
percent elegant.” The content of his works described the bitterness of love, marital
problems, the beauty of youth, his weariness toward life, helplessness of separation,
vignettes of life, images of characters, and nostalgia. These topics can reflect the
meaning of the times. The melodies were written by Deng Yu-xian, Wang Yun-feng,
Su Tong, Yao Zhan-fu, Liao Qin-song, Wang Tu-sheng, and others. Some of the songs
were sung when new lyrics were attached to old melodies, or were used in film music.
This paper seeks to explore the situation of lyrical works arranged with music,
interpretation of singers, and the dissemination of poetic music, in order to explain the
art of lyrical creation and poetic music by Li Lin-qiu after the 1930s.

Keywords: Music and Literature, Taiwanese-language song, lyrical creation
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