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The White Snake story in Taiwan’s Song Book

Tseng Tzuliang

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this article is (1) to study the content of White Snake's story in
Taiwan’s Min-nan Song Book, and (2) to find out its features, as well as its differences
from and similarities to the White Snake story in Mainland China. The article is divided
into five paragraphs. The first paragraph indicates the reason and method of the study.
The second paragraph introduces the system and category of Taiwan’s Song Book. The
third paragraph first briefly indicates the White Snake story in “Leifeng Tower” of
Zhulin edition, a rather typica edition in Taiwan’s Song Book, and then compares it
with the legend in “Black White Snake” of Wentang edition from Xiamen, the legend in
“Advice — White Lady Forever Under Leifeng Tower” by Feng Menglong, and the
legend in “Leifeng Tower” by Fang Chengpei. The fourth paragraph examines the
characteristics of the White Snake story in Taiwan’'s Song Book. From the analysis of
this article we can see that, though the White Snake story in Taiwan’'s Song Book carries
the features of local dialect, its plot comes from great human natures in Chinese culture,
such as the wifée's strong love for husband and the son’s strong love for the parents.
Because the old version of White Snake is nearly perfect, no new version can surpass it
so far. So as famous as Minhua Yuan, a top Taiwanese Opera Troupe, its only way to
impress the audience is using techniques to create special scenes such as flooding
Golden Mountain Temple.

[ Key words])
song, song book, Golden Mountain Temple, Leifeng Tower, White Snake story
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