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Teaching Japanese Culture and Society
by Activity Learning Approach

Chen, Ming-jan™
Abstract

This study is an initial attempt investigating first, how activity learning
motivates college level non-major Japanese learners in learning Japanese culture
and society, and secondly, how effective activity learning approach is. Since
learners similar to those specified in this study generally are not skilled foreign
language learners, and have had very little or none exposure to Japanese culture
and society, the typical lecture-format instructions often do not render satisfactory
learning outcome. To these students, activity learning approach may serve as an
effective alternative which provides tasks that generate interests and motivation
toward Japanese culture learning.

In the course of a semester, in my “Japanese Culture and Society”, 40
learners, 27 males and 13 females, participated in a good variety of activities,
including SADO, YUKATA, all of which required much time and effort to
prepare and participate. In the end of the semester, a questionnaire inquiring
students' attitude to the activity participated was given to each participant.
Analyses and results of the responses in the questionnaire show that participants
responded favorably to the approach. They consider the activities effective, and

the learning process valuable.

[Key words]
Activity Learning, Japanese Culture and Society, Non-major Japanese Learners,

Stereotype, Participation
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