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Motivated by such phenomena as gradually downward humanistic cultivation and the
falling language competence of the present-day college students, this plan aims to devising
“Innovative Curricula of General Education” and “Innovative Curricula of Languages and
Culture” that characterize our school; and with the supplement of innovative teaching method,
syllabus and assessment, this plan is intended to alleviate the worrying phenomena mentioned
above.

The first sub-plan is “The Developmental Plan of the Core Curricula for Innovative
General Education”. Tatung University is a technology-oriented technical university;
compared to other comprehensive universities, Tatung has more difficulties in developing
General Education. It is thus the main task of this sub-plan to overcome these difficulties to
build up a high-quality General Education System characterizing the school and, in the mean
time, meeting its needs.

Making good use of the school’s existing resources (both hardware and software) and
via inter-departmental cooperation, we have developed five core courses of General Education;
all are epoch marking, foresighted and applicable for daily uses. The Department of Business
Management takes charge of ‘“Socio-economic Activities and Your Daily Life”;
Bio-engineering Department “Applications of Modern Bio-technology in the Daily Life”; the
Physics Teaching Section “The Significant Discoveries in Science That Influence Human
Civilization”; the General Language Teaching Section (including, Mandarin, English, and
Second Foreign Languages) “Feasts of the Great Literary Works of the East and West”; and the
department of Industrial Design “The Arts of Designing”. After completed, these five core
courses are the longitude, and the other common General Education courses are the latitude,
both together constructing a solid base for the framework of the General Education curricula.

The second sub-plan is “Innovative Plan of Languages Teaching”. Though
technology-oriented, our school, never neglecting students’ language training, has set up
English Teaching Section, Second Foreign Languages Teaching Section, and Mandarin
Teaching Section. Based on such vantage points, we design “The Whole Curricula of Foreign
Languages Learning”: English learning is scheduled as a three-year learning curriculum; the
Second Foreign Language Learning, Japanese chosen as a pilot at this initial stage, is
scheduled as a two-year learning curriculum. These whole learning curricula are intended to
root and help grow students’ foreign language competences. Also, the previously emphasized
“applied” language teaching is re-directed to a balanced “language and culture” teaching. Such
a re-direction in teaching method is aimed to stimulate students’ learning motivations, to make
them realize that inter-relationships between language and culture, and ultimately to upgrade
their learning efficiency. As to the National Language (i.e. Mandarin) Teaching, the content is
modernized and generalized to promote the learning contentment as well as to meet the
demands in the modern society. The student’s reading and writing abilities are also enhanced
to upgrade their rhetorical expressions, reasoning and logic, organizational abilities and
humanistic cultivation.

Besides, the following substantially supportive steps will be taken to achieve the goals
of the General Plan:
(1) To publish “The Annual of the General Education of Tatung University”, reporting on the
teaching and learning achievements.
(2) To set up the special Websites of the General Education Center, providing related

4 -



education information and activities inter- and intra-schools.
(3) To set up audio-visual and multi-media classrooms and three multi-media situation
classrooms.

The accomplishment of this plan can make the students realize the true essence of the
General Education, arouse their learning interests and motivations, and promote their
humanistic cultivation and language competence and language uses.
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This project has run for four years, starting from 2002 and ending in 2006. During the
period of this project, the construction of both hardware and software were completed as
scheduled. The major items include: establishment of the website of the General Education
Center; publication of Tatung Journal of General Education; Development of the Core Curricula
of General Education, improvement of the languages and humane studies teaching; hosting
symposium of General Education; set-up of the digitalized multi-media classrooms for General
Education and Language Teaching Centers; establishment of multi-media situational classrooms
for Language Teaching Centers; purchase of related teaching software and books; hosting
workshops and conferences on teaching; presentations and demonstrations of teaching
accomplishments, and so on.

The funds for project execution comes partly from the Administration of Education, partly
from coordinate funds from the school, and partly from the extra expenditure of the school, with
a total of about thirteen million dollars, about three-fourths of which was spent on the
hardware-construction, including equipment and machines. This made the software-construction
comparatively insufficient. Fortunately, most of the project-participants, both teaching faculty
and administrative staff, were all allied to make each other supported and assisted. The
supervision and the control of the properties in this project went smoothly with full support from
the school accounting and cashier staff.

The execution of the project as a whole was satisfactory and impressive; many indexical
items reached the expectancy. In particular, the set-up of the digital classrooms and the
multi-media situational classrooms, and the purchase of the advanced teaching software directly
facilitated the interaction between the teachers and the students and thus upgraded the learning
effects in a notable way. The use of the advanced software for language self-learning and
proficiency tests and the guidance from the teachers made a notable increase of the passing rate
of the students who passed the proficiency tests. The teaching of General Education and that of
languages were thus benefited a lot from this.

Tatung Journal of General Education has published two issues, and has received many
submitted papers from both faculty and students. The symposium on General Education has
been held for three years; with more and more recognition and commendation from the
participant and the audience each year. Observing from the students’ critiques, we knew that
they were inspired and deeply moved. During these four years, the most valuable experience was
to make all the faculty and the students of Tatung University realize the truism of General
Education and, at the same time, have a brand new understanding of the intertwined relation
between the language and the culture via the promotion of this project. Eventually, they noticed
that besides learning the practical use of language, there is something more important in the

language learning: that is, the humanity.

As an old saying goes, where water flows, a channel is formed; we can rephrase it as,
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“when conditions are ripe, success will come.” The ultimate adjustment of the curricula of
General Education and Languages, such as the generalization of Chinese Course, and the
renewal and establishment of the Core Curricula were based on the above-mentioned consensus,
and was determined via many meetings and discussions among the departments. In the future,
the teaching content and the teaching methods of General Education and Languages can be
verified by the experiments, such as the experimental teaching materials and lecture notes, and
the cooperative teachings in these years. As to the fostering and selection of the teaching faculty
for the General Education and languages, we know more about the direction and the conditions
to reach the goal and the expectancy than we did before this project.
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